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A River Walk from Stratford sub Castle to explore the new 

boardwalks in the Salisbury Riverpark. 

In January 2025 river levels were high, so this suggested route 

avoids the Stratford end of the ‘old’ boardwalk (pictured left). 

Note: There is an extract of an OS map on page 4.  

 

START from the junction of Mill Lane 

and Stratford Road SP1 3LP 

OS Map reference SU132 323  

What3Words galaxies.accented.dwarf 

 

Walk down Mill Lane for approximately 320 yds. At the 

end of the road, a short narrow footpath leads to the Avon 

and the pedestrian bridge. Walk over the bridge. Otters 

were photographed in these riverside gardens in 2023. 

 

Otter photographs – see https://www.stratfordsubcastle.org.uk/otters 

There are two footpaths leading south down the Avon Valley, one across the 

field next to the river-side bench which is often waterlogged. So, for this 

‘drier’ route, after crossing the bridge continue along the path for 

approximately 20 yds to the point where two paths cross & turn left onto 

SALS9 (marked on the map below as Sarsen Way and Pewsey Avon Trail).  

Not this route!  

https://www.stratfordsubcastle.org.uk/otters
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There are fields to your right rising up 

to Devizes Road and there will be 

glimpses of the Avon and flooded 

fields to your left. On the horizon 

straight ahead are Salisbury Cathedral 

and St Thomas Church (image right). 

    

 

 

It’s 0.7 miles from the start to the point in the image 

left but continue past this gate which leads to the 

old boardwalk (remember that first photo?!). In 

the summer it’s a good alternative route. But not now!  

 

0.9 miles from the start, on reaching a junction of paths near the 

allotments turn left, then immediately right to walk along a short stretch 

of boardwalk to the riverside and then turn 

right onto the ‘old’ boardwalk (see red * 

marked on the map).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The boardwalk enters the Avon Valley Nature 

Reserve and then onwards to the new boardwalks. 

There have been otter sightings here too. 

Photo – southern end of the old boardwalk, looking 

back towards Stratford. All dry here! 

boardwalk  

Allotments to the right, TURN LEFT here 

 Continue straight on, do not turn off here  
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When this suggested route was walked in early 

January 2025, Kier, the contractors for the 

Riverpark project had opened up most of the 

pathways. 

          

 

There are raised walkways to explore and seating areas where you could pause 

to admire the wide views southwards towards Salisbury centre. 

To return to Stratford either walk back the way you came OR 

For a circular route back to Stratford sub Castle, follow the pathways to 

Ashley Road Open Space where the Fire Station and Studio Theatre are 

obvious landmarks. Walk alongside the newly 

widened riverside path to the pedestrian 

bridge and cross it near the Five Rivers 

Leisure Centre.  

Then turn left and follow the joint 

cycleway/footpath to Stratford Road. 

Turn left to return to Mill Lane. The total 

distance is approximately 2.6 miles. 

Note: The circular walk could also be started from Five Rivers Leisure Centre.  
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           Mill Lane  

 

   

                           Alternative start near Five Rivers Leisure Centre 

 

IF YOU COPY THIS ROUTE ONTO OTHER WEBSITES, PLEASE 

ACKNOWLEDGE WWW.STRATFORDSUBCASTLE.ORG.UK 

 

* 

http://www.stratfordsubcastle.org.uk/
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The circular route 


